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Total ECC Calls 2023

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
ERS 445 340 493 591 743 795 1,056 1,188 1,156 1,072 796 423
HWCR 1,357 1049 1,402 1,761 3,521 5,282 4,736 7,472 6,958 5,717 3,020 1,721

Black Bear Calls 23,649

Deer Calls 7326

Grizzly Bear Calls 809

Cougar 1572



COS Response to Reports of 
Conflict Black Bears

Jan 01, 2023 – Dec 31, 2023 Amount

Black Bear Calls 23649

Black Bear Orphans 1081

Black Bear Livestock 281

Black Bear Human Injury 25

Black Bear Human Injury 
in Urban Area

19

Interim Guidelines on Orphaned Bear Cubs



Challenges

Expanding communities - urbanization

Societies food availability/security initiatives

Outdated bylaws, contradicting current 
attractant management strategies

Effectively enforcing attractant management 
legislation

Today, the American black bear is the most abundant bear species on the 
planet.  Populations are currently at their highest levels in the past 100 
years with the North American population estimated at about 700,000-
800,000 (Table 1:Beausoleil and Dobey 2015, Masterson 2016)



Response 
Guidelines

Taught to all newly 
hired Conservation 
Officers



Solutions

Policy on Preventing Conflict with Large Carnivores – 2019

Provincial consistency with use of Response Guidelines

Collaboration with communities – Bear Smart

Partnerships with communities – WildSafe / WSRO

Partnerships with First Nations – Guardian/Ranger Training

 



Working Together

Moving Forward





WildSafeBC Pacific Rim
Bob Hansen & Caitlin Beaudin



What we’ll Cover

An overview of our journey to Bear 
Smart Status
What is WildSafeBC??
How have we and others have worked to 
support the pursuit of Bear Smart Status 
for Tofino 



Bear Smart Status -

Completed Hazard 
Assessment and
Conflict Management Plan 2019

2021 Recommendations for 
OCP implemented

Caitlin Beaudin, 1st full-time, year-
round Community Coordinator

Self-Latching commercial bins and 
ACRD bear-resistant residential poly 
carts

Bylaw Enacted Spring 2024

Achieved June – 2024 



WildSafeBC

Program managed by the BC Conservation 

Foundation

WildSafeBC is the provincial leader in 

preventing conflict with wildlife through 

collaboration, education, and community 

solutions.

30+ Community Coordinators serving 

100+ communities



1998
2013 

to 
present



WildSafeBC - How we work
Focus on the root-cause of human-wildlife conflict –

supporting activities that are sustainable & lead to long-term 

reduction in conflict.

Education organization (also support other activities – such 

as electric fencing).

WildSafeBC Business Pledge, Bare Campsite Pledge, Ranger 

presentation, connecting with community groups to find 

ways to better coexist with wildlife.



Bear Smart Criteria #4 – Continuing Education

• The Business Pledge

• Bare Campsite Program 

• Door-to door outreach

• WildSafe Ranger Presentations

• Wildlife Awareness and Safety presentations

• Bear spray workshops

• Outreach and Education booths 

• Garbage bin-tagging 



Community

WildSafeBC
Community 

Coordinators

Conservation 
Officers

Together, we 

keep our wildlife 

wild and 

community safe



People and Bears 
Sharing a 
Landscape

PRNPR Black 
Bear Study

How Many Bears 
are There?



Sources of Human-Black Bear Conflicts



Tempting bears into conflict



2021/2022 Report Cards

Bear #13 October 27, 2021



Managing 
attractants

• Districts, residents 
and businesses are 
investing in long-
term solutions 
• such as 
• bear-resistant bins 
– ACRD polycart 
rollout



Unsecured / Broken Carabiners
Versus Secured / Repaired 
Carabiners



Electric Fencing – 
Effective - Versatile



Staff Housing – 
Long Term 
Solution





https://www.facebook.com/wildsafebcpacificrim/

Bear Smart Vision - Engagement – Conflict Prevention, 
Education & Response – Continuing Support

Collaborations, Reach and Capacity Continues to Grow – Year to Year to Year



Thank You!

Questions?



What we were up to in 2023





Human-Bear Conflict 
Management in Whistler 
UBCM 
September 17, 2024



Whistler 



Where will you see bears in Whistler?
Honestly. Anywhere.

Along highways and roadways
Valley trail
Centre of the village
Residential areas
Forest areas
Lakes

If a bear can get there, you could see 
them!



What kind of bears will you see? 
Black Bears: 
• Est. 120k-150k Black Bears in BC, Whistler – approx. 50-60 bears
• Prefer forested areas, adaptable to changing habitats
• Sense of smell 2100x better than humans 
• Home range 5km-40km 

Grizzly bears: 
• BC est. 15,000, Whistler region – 12-16

• Prefer flatter, open areas

• Slowest reproducing mammal in North America

• Home range 25km-200km

• Increasing Grizzly Bear activity



Unique challenges in Whistler
Statistically Whistler has some of the highest 
numbers of human-bear conflicts annually of any 
municipality in British Columbia.

• Design of Whistler
• Visitor destination
• Hiking and biking trails through bear habitat
• High occupancy accommodation (staff 

accommodation) 
• Transitional population

• High number of pet owners in Whistler
• Habituation level to people



Bear management has a long-standing history in Whistler

RMOW engaged in 
proactive initiatives to 
reduce and prevent 
human-bear conflicts 
since 1995

1995

In 2006, Council passed a 
motion to apply for Bear 
Smart Community status 

2006

The 2009 Human-Bear 
Conflict Management 
Plan adopted by Council 
in June 2010 

2009

Bear Smart Community 
status in October 2011

2011

Whistler Bear Advisory 
Committee created

2015

2009 Human-Bear Conflict 
Management Plan 
updated

2016

WSRO position created 

2022



Whistler is a Bear Smart Community since 2011

• Set requirements for communities
• The Whistler Bear Response Plan
• The Human-Grizzly Bear Conflict Mitigation 

Strategy
• Attractant management and bylaws

• Addresses root causes of bear/human 
conflicts

• Reduce and prevent human-bear 
conflicts

• Reduce number of bears destroyed
• 3 in Sea to Sky corridor



What is Whistler doing as a Bear Smart Community?

Whistler Bear 
Working Group

Education, 
messaging, signage

No curbside 
collection

Dogs on leash 
community

RMOW BSPA



Bear Smart Program Assistant

• Community out-reach and education

• Informs neighborhoods of bear activity

• Liaisons with COS

• Integral part WBWG

• Program lead on bear initiatives

• Updates bear response plans with WBWG 
and COS



Some messaging examples



Conservation Officer Service (COS) and RMOW

• Letter of Agreement between COS and RMOW

• Enhanced Human-Bear Conflict Reduction and 

Response Program

• Close collaborations between COS and BSPA

• Compliance and enforcement related to the 

Wildlife Act

• COS will share public safety info to RMOW to 

share with public, such as wildlife alerts



COS Wildlife Safety Response Officer (WSRO)

• Public education and outreach

• Integral part of WBWG

•Wildlife attractant enforcement

• Attend human wildlife conflict reports 
(“HWCR”) in a first-responder role

•Work closely with the RMOW BSPA to 

ensure messaging is aligned

• Provide conflict reports and statistics



Climate change and droughts

• Bear deaths
• 6 in 2022
• 11 in 2023 – drought year
• 3 so far in 2024 -



Summary

RMOW engaged in proactive initiatives to 
reduce and prevent human-bear conflicts 
since 1995

Whistler is a Bear Smart Community since 
2011 

BSPA role and education programs are 
fundamental to avoid wildlife human conflict 

Strong collaboration with COS 

WSRO position a success in avoiding conflict 



Questions? 





Adam T. Ford, Associate Professor
Wildlife Restoration Ecology Lab
Department of Biology
The University of British Columbia
Kelowna, BC, Canada

adam.ford@ubc.ca 
atford.weebly.com

The science of wildlife conflict and coexistence.

https://infotel.ca/newsitem/in-video-sightings-of-comfortable-
cougar-in-kelowna-has-residents-on-edge/it86817

mailto:adam.ford@ubc.ca


Conflict occurs when animals:
1) eat the wrong thing.
2) occur in the wrong space.
3) behave badly.

The ecology of conflict
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Understanding the ecology of conflict

Conflict
1) eat the wrong thing.
2) occur in the wrong space.
3) behave badly.

Conflict/coexistence ecology
Food webs, nutritional ecology
Movement ecology, tracking, habitat selection
Behavioural ecology, conditioning



Understanding the ecology of conflict: tools and technologies

GPS tracking: movements, survival, 
feeding

Trail cameras: activity, 
site monitoring

Chemical analysis of 
hair/scat: diet

Public reports: 
management outcomes



• Where/when is conflict occurring?
• What are the consequences of conflict?
• How effective are management actions to reduce conflict?

Research questions in the ecology of conflict



When/where is conflict occurring: Wild About Wolves



When/where is conflict occurring: Wild About Wolves



When/where is conflict occurring: Wild About Wolves



Jenna Scherger, In prep

When/where is conflict occurring: Wild About Wolves



What are the consequences of conflict: Grizzly bears in SE BC

Dr. Clayton Lamb

• 2500 grizzly bears
• 41y of data
• Monitored for 808 bear years
• 75 mortalities
• 474,222 relocations
• 12 research projects.



What are the consequences of conflict: Grizzly bears in SE BC

• Young bears likely to dies as 
human influence increases;

• Survival of older bears is 
more stable. 

• Past a human influence 
index of ~10,  most bears die 
because of people.

Wild ~ urban gradient



What are the consequences of conflict: Grizzly bears in SE BC

Older bears are more nocturnal 
than younger bears.



What are the consequences of conflict: Grizzly bears in SE BC

Nocturnal bears gave higher 
survival, especially in human 
areas (green line).



What are the consequences of conflict: Grizzly bears in SE BC

But bears DON’T change 
their habitat as they age.



What are the consequences of conflict: Grizzly bears in SE BC

“For every bear that lives to 14 y, 
there will be about 29 other bears in 
the cohort that will die, while only 4 
bears will die during the same time 
in a wilderness area.”



How effective are management actions to reduce conflict? urban 
deer in the East Kootenays

Chloe Wright



“Townies”

“Wild” Survival of translocated 
deer was ~30% lower 
than wild deer.

How effective are management actions to reduce conflict? urban 
deer in the East Kootenays



Wild deer usually died 
from predators and 
rarely by people;  
deaths from people 
were 33% higher for 
translocated deer

How effective are management actions to reduce conflict? urban 
deer in the East Kootenays



“W
ild”

“Tow
nies

”

Translocated deer cross more roads 
than non-translocated deer.

How effective are management actions to reduce conflict? urban 
deer in the East Kootenays



Hypotheses, research needs, and funding



Hypotheses, research needs, and funding

Why were more bears killed in 2023 than other 
years and why so many in Prince George?

1) Are bears behaving different? Fires? Drought? 
2) Are there more bears?
3) Are people calling in more sightings? Or acting 

differently?
4) Is the BCCOS doing something differently?



Hypotheses, research needs, and funding

2021-22 Together for Wildlife projects on human-wildlife conflict

= 6 projects = $212,400 from a $10,300,000 budget (2%)



Hypotheses, research needs, and funding

Social science 
and community 
engagement

Management and 
enforcement

Governance and 
policy

Ecology and 
wildlife science

Understanding and preventing human-wildlife conflicts is a 
conservation issue, a community safety issue,  and 
requires contributions from MANY sectors in society!



Thank you!



Big Brothers Big Sisters of Canada
In appreciation of our speakers today and with thanks for 
your contribution, UBCM has made a donation to the Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of Canada. Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Canada has been championing the health and wellbeing of 
youth. They provide direct service to children by matching 
volunteers with youths in quality mentoring relationships to 

overcome adversities, helping them to do better in life.


