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Local	  Government	  Elec/ons	  Reform	  

Overview	  
•  Task	  Force	  Recommenda3ons	  

•  Overview	  of	  the	  changes	  
–  Accountability	  	  
–  Transparency	  
–  Compliance	  and	  Enforcement	  

–  Educa3on	  and	  Advice	  
•  Roles	  and	  Responsibili3es	  
•  Ques3on	  
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Task	  Force	  Recommenda3ons	  
•  Local	  Elec/ons	  Task	  Force	  
–  Report	  released	  in	  May	  2010	  
–  31	  recommenda/ons;	  5	  themes	  

•  	  Task	  Force	  themes:	  
–  Phase	  one:	  

•  Enhance	  accountability	  	  
•  Enhance	  transparency	  
•  Strengthen	  compliance	  and	  enforcement	  
•  Expand	  educa/on	  and	  advice	  

–  Phase	  two:	  
•  Increase	  accessibility	  
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Enhancing	  accountability	  	  

•  A	  separate	  act	  for	  campaign	  financing	  
provisions	  (Local	  Elec)ons	  Campaign	  
Financing	  Act)	  

•  Expanded	  solemn	  declara/on	  (awareness	  and	  
compliance	  with	  the	  new	  rules)	  

•  Third	  party	  adver/sing	  sponsors	  to	  register	  
with	  Elec/ons	  BC	  
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Enhancing	  transparency	  
•  Clearer	  contribu/on	  and	  elec/on	  expense	  
rules	  

•  New	  rules	  for	  elec/on	  adver/sing	  	  
– Sponsorship	  informa/on	  required	  

•  New	  disclosure	  rules:	  
– Reduced	  filing	  deadline	  	  
– Disclosure	  statements	  filed	  with/published	  online	  
by	  Elec/ons	  BC	  	  
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Strengthening	  Compliance	  and	  Enforcement	  

•  Elec/ons	  BC	  responsible	  	  for	  enforcing	  	  
elec/on	  adver/sing	  and	  campaign	  financing	  
rules	  

•  Elec/ons	  BC	  focuses	  on	  compliance	  
•  New	  offences	  framework	  
– New	  /me	  limit	  for	  star/ng	  prosecu/ons	  	  
– Elec/ons	  BC	  must	  approve	  all	  prosecu/ons	  
– Updated	  offence	  penal/es	  
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Expanding	  Educa3on	  and	  Advice	  
•  Collabora/ve	  approach,	  coordinated	  through	  
Technical	  Advisory	  CommiZee	  (TAC)	  

•  TAC	  representa/ves	  appointed	  by	  par/es	  
involved	  in	  elec/ons:	  
– UBCM,	  LGMA,	  Elec/ons	  BC,	  CSCD,	  MEd	  and	  Jus/ce	  	  

•  TAC	  considers	  maZers	  of	  common	  interest,	  
including	  
–  Educa/on	  materials	  
–  Informa/on	  sharing	  processes	  
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Roles	  and	  Responsibili3es	  
•  Local	  Governments	  

–  Key	  contact	  for	  elec/ons	  administra/on	  ques/ons	  (e.g.	  
eligibility,	  nomina/ons,	  endorsement	  etc.)	  

–  Responsible	  for	  administering	  local	  elec/ons	  (e.g.	  the	  vote)	  
•  Elec/ons	  BC	  

–  Key	  contact	  for	  	  elec/on	  adver/sing	  and	  campaign	  financing	  
ques/ons	  (e.g.	  recording	  contribu/ons)	  

–  Administer,	  inves/gate	  and	  enforce	  campaign	  finance	  rules	  
•  Ministry	  of	  Community	  Sport	  and	  Cultural	  Development	  

–  General	  elec/ons	  advice	  and	  materials	  (not	  campaign	  finance)	  
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Ques/ons?	  
For	  answers	  to	  legisla/ve	  ques/ons	  about	  municipal,	  regional	  district	  or	  trust	  
area	  elec3ons	  please	  call:	  

Ministry	  of	  Community,	  Sport	  and	  Cultural	  Development	  
Advisory	  Services	  
Phone:	  250	  387-‐4020	  
Website:	  www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/lgd/elec/ons_home.htm	  	  

Once	  the	  legisla/on	  is	  passed,	  refer	  ques/ons	  about	  elec3on	  adver3sing	  and	  
campaign	  financing	  to:	  

Electoral	  Finance	  at	  Elec/ons	  BC	  
Phone:	  250	  387-‐5305	  
Toll-‐free:	  1	  800	  661-‐8683	  /	  TTY	  1	  888	  456-‐5448	  
Email:	  electoral.finance@elec/ons.bc.ca	  
Website:	  www.elec/ons.bc.ca	  
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